LESSON: Ceramic Flower Bowls
Day Four Lesson Plan: Painting/Glazing Projects
Lead Teacher: Julia Edelmann
Unit Title: Ceramic Flower Bowls
Grade Level: 4
Number of students: Approx. 20
Class time: 50 minutes
I.

UNIT OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

In this unit, students will create ceramic bowls in the shape of a flower. Students will practice
additive, subtractive, scoring and slipping, and glazing/painting, to create a unique flower with
different decorative elements. Students will follow a set of guidelines to ensure they are able to
practice all of the techniques being introduced, and build on prior experience and knowledge of
working with clay.
II.

LESSON OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

In the last lesson of the unit, students will add color to their fired ceramic flowers using paint or
glaze (whichever is available). Students will thoughtfully consider what colors to use, and how
they can add designs to embellish their projects and enhance the additive and subtractive clay
elements they created.
III.
IV.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
How does adding color enhance the sculptural aspects of the clay flower?
Would you rather make your flower look realistic? Or imagined?
LEARNER OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

-

V.

Students will neatly and thoughtfully add color to their flowers to complete their project.
Students will consider how color can add dimension to their flowers (shadows,
highlights).
NATIONAL ART STANDARDS

-

VA:Cr2.2.4: When making works of art, utilize and care for materials, tools, and
equipment in a manner that prevents danger to oneself and others.

-

VI.
-

VII.

VA:Cr1.1.4: Brainstorm multiple approaches to a creative art or design problem.
VA:Cr1.2.4: Collaboratively set goals and create artwork that is meaningful and has
purpose to the makers.
PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS
9.1.3.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and
principles to produce, review and revise original works in the arts.
9.1.3.H: Handle materials, equipment and tools safely at work and performance spaces.
9.1.3.J: Know and use traditional and contemporary technologies for producing,
performing and exhibiting works in the arts or the works of others.
ART/ARTISTS OF RELEVANCE

Owen Mann: Mann, a self-taught sculptor, dedicates his time to creating nature-inspired pieces
that appear to have been picked from a colorful flower bed. He individually fashions the
dozens—and, sometimes, even hundreds—of petals, spines, and leaves that comprise each
sculpture. He then arranges them in the unique, spiraling designs characteristic of the radial
flowers (namely, peonies and dahlias) and prickly plants he opts to emulate. Predominantly
painted in cool jewel tones like turquoise, teal, and jade and then coated in glaze, the finished
products put a porcelain twist on real-life botanicals.
(https://mymodernmet.com/owen-mann-floramics/#:~:text=Nature%2Dloving%2C%20New%20
York%2D,of%20succulents%20and%20blossoming%20blooms.)

VIII.
IX.
-

PREREQUISITES
Students have completed sculpting their flower, and their project has been fired.
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON
Fired clay project
Paint/glaze
Brushes

X. SAFETY HAZARDS
There are no safety hazards for this lesson.

XI.

TEACHER ACTIONS

Before class teacher prep:
- Fire clay projects
- Set up paints/glazes
TIME

TEACHER ACTIONS

5 min

-

Welcome class, allow students to get settled
Introduce the lesson
- Students will be painting/glazing their clay projects
- In this case, we will be using paint, due to lack of
glazing supplies. If projects are glazed, they would be
fired a second time.

5 min

-

Demo how to paint/glaze
- Focus on how thick the material should be applied
- There should be no clay showing, everything should have
color on it

35 min

-

Send students back to their tables to begin painting/glazing their
projects
Allow students work time
Answer student questions as needed

5 min

XII.

-

Instruct students to clean up
- Bring their project to the shelf to dry
- Clean brushes and wipe down table

ENDING THE LESSON

Teacher will set projects on the shelf to dry. Students will be given a self-evaluation to fill out the
next class. The self evaluation is behavior based, and related to students work ethic and focus
during class.
XIII.
XIV.

ACCOMODATIONS
Repeated instruction. Microphone or written instructions.
RESOURCES

https://www.textures.com/browse/flowers/20352

https://mymodernmet.com/owen-mann-floramics/#:~:text=Nature%2Dloving%2C%20New%20
York%2D,of%20succulents%20and%20blossoming%20blooms.

