LESSON 1: Planning and Brainstorming
Lead Teacher: Julia Edelmann
Unit Title: 2D Choice Project
Grade Level: 7
Number of students: 20-25
I.

UNIT OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

The purpose of this project is for students to explore and refine their skills in the artmaking
techniques that have been introduced in class. They will use these techniques to create a work of
art that is a reflection of an aspect of their life. Students will be encouraged to make connections
between their interests and other ideas, objects, places, etc.
II.

LESSON OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

This lesson is dedicated to brainstorming and planning a project. It is important that students
have developed a course of action before they begin the artmaking process. This will allow them
to be more focused, use time wisely, and make informed decisions on materials. It also allows
students to explore different options for subject matter, and troubleshoot or work out ideas with
their peers and teacher. By going into the project with a plan, students will have a developed idea
that will lead to the production of a meaningful piece of art.
III.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

1. How can you use the different elements of art and principles of design to create a
multimedia piece of artwork?
2. What type of materials do you like using?
3. How can you break down one of your interests into multiple ideas, and then interpret and
connect those ideas through brainstorming?

IV.

LEARNER OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES
1. Students will understand how to successfully use the techniques that have been
introduced to them previously in class.
2. Students will introspectively reflect on what is important to them, and how they can use it
as inspiration for artmaking.
3. Students will develop a plan for a work of art.

V.

NATIONAL ART STANDARDS

VA:Cr2.3.7: Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a work of art, design,
or media that clearly communicates information or ideas.
VA:Cr3.1.7: Reflect on and explain important information about personal artwork in an artist
statement or another format.
VI.

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS

9.1.8.A: Know and use the elements and principles of each art form to create works in the arts
and humanities.
9.1.8.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and
principles to produce, review, and revise original works in the arts.
9.1.8.G: Explain the function and benefits of rehearsal and practice sessions.
9.1.8.E: Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works in the
arts.
9.1.8.H: Demonstrate and maintain materials, equipment and tools safely at work and
performance spaces.
9.2.8.A: Explain the historical, cultural and social context of an individual work in the arts.
VII.

ART/ARTISTS OF RELEVANCE
Watercolor: Georgia Mansur

Colored Pencil: CJ Hendry

Book Pages: Loui Jover

Zentangle: Sandy Steen Bartholomew

VIII.

PREREQUISITES

● Students will have an understanding of the elements of art and principles of design.
● Students will have been introduced to and practiced watercolor techniques, zentangle,
and colored pencil techniques.
● Students will have completed a personal inventory with questions about their interests
and life.
IX.

INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

Math: Students will practice drawing and using a grid/graph to create a repeating pattern.
Reading/Writing: Students will use a idea generation chart to brainstorm ideas for a project,
similar to what they may have done in English class in order to write a paper or complete a
project.

X.

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON

● Pencils/pens, paper
● Completed personal inventory
● Brainstorming worksheet
XI.

TEACHER ACTIONS/EXPECTED LEARNER ACTIONS

TIME

TEACHER ACTION

5 minutes

-

Introduction, instruct students to take out materials (chromebook and
sketchbook)

5 minutes

-

Instruct students to open their chromebooks and pull up their personal
inventory
Tell students to read through their answers, and choose a subject they
might want to make a work of art about

5 minutes

-

Lead students through a group brainstorm
Introduce a subject, and prompt students with brainstorm questions:
- How does this make you feel?
- What does it taste/smell/feel like?
- Where do you see/use/do this?
- (Questions will vary based on subject)

5 minutes

-

Instruct students to brainstorm their subject on their own, writing down
ideas in their sketchbook

15 minutes

-

Go through project presentation

15 minutes

-

Walk students through idea generation chart
Remind students that this needs to be completed before they begin
their project

10 minutes
(reference
images)
15 minutes
(sketching)

-

Allow students time to work on their two thumbnail sketches
Tell students they need to use two reference images (need to be photos,
can look them up online)
Help students and answer questions as needed

5 minutes

-

-

Wrap up lesson/instruct students to clean up
Transition: tell students they will continue planning and begin their
project next class

XII.

SAFETY HAZARDS

There are no safety hazards for this lesson.
XIII.

ENDING THE LESSON

At the end of the lesson, students will be told to put away supplies and bring them back to the
next class. Students will have an opportunity to ask questions about the project or upcoming
classes.
XIV.

TRANSITION TO NEXT LESSON

The next lesson, students will continue working on planning and begin working on their project.
Students will be informed that they must have their thumbnail sketches approved before they
begin working on their project. Students will learn how to prioritize parts of their project, based
on what subject matter and materials they will be using.
XV.

ASSESSMENT

Students are informally assessed by asking questions during instruction, and observation during
work time.
XVI.
-

ACCOMODATIONS
Repeated instruction, written instruction, microphone.

RESOURCES
https://www.artsy.net/artist/cj-hendry
https://mymodernmet.com/famous-watercolor-artists/
https://www.kooness.com/posts/magazine/23-watercolor-artists-you-should-know-about-list-ofwatercolor-artists
https://mymodernmet.com/book-art/
http://www.sandybartholomew.com/

