LESSON 4: Community Quilt
Lead Teacher: Jules Edelmann
Unit Title: Discovering Community
Lesson Title: Community Quilt
Grade Level: 6-12
Number of students: 13
I.

UNIT OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

Community is a part of the human experience that shapes us and allows us to grow. Community
exists in many different ways. By evaluating and understanding where and how we exist in these
communities, this unit will allow students to begin to understand the role they play in their
communities, and how they can affect change and demonstrate inclusiveness through artmaking.
As young adults, and the next generation of decision makers, students will begin to unpack what
community means to them.
II.

LESSON OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

In this lesson, students will be introduced to textile art, specifically quilting and art made from
fabric. Quilting is an important historical tradition that has served a multitude of purposes. Quilts
were originally created for practical purposes, such as warmth and comfort, or as clothing. More
recently, quilting has become an aesthetic activity and artists are choosing to use it as their
medium.
Students will learn about the history of quilting. Quilting was formerly looked at as “women’s
work,” but artists have begun to reclaim quilting, and turning it into high art. Quilts were
originally made from scraps of old fabric, and repurposed over and over, and embodied the
“waste not”. Slaves often made quilts for their owners, and then used the leftover fabric to make
them for their family. Students will tell a story using a quilt square. They will be prompted to
think about comforts, or discomforts, in their communities, and create a quilted work of art that
tells a story about or represents that idea. Students will have the opportunity to work with
textiles, such as fabric squares and sewing/embroidery tools, as well as paint or glue.
III.
-

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What comforts or discomforts exist in your community?
How do quilts tell stories?
What is textile art?
How can quilts become a collaborative art-making process?

IV.

LEARNER OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

Students will learn about the history of quilting, including its traditions and how recently,
contemporary artists have reclaimed what was formally considered “women’s work” or craft, and
use it as a medium to create fine art. Students will also have the opportunity to think about what
aspects of their communities bring them comfort or discomfort, and how they can tell a story
about that using textiles. They will practice cutting, sewing, gluing, and painting for this lesson,
and learn skills related to quilting.
V.

NATIONAL ART STANDARDS
-

VI.
-

VA:Cr2.1.8a: Demonstrate willingness to experiment, innovate, and take risks to pursue
ideas, forms, and meanings that emerge in the process of art- making or designing.
VA:Cn11.1.8a: Distinguish different ways art is used to represent, establish, reinforce,
and reflect group identity.
VA:Re.7.1.8a: Explain how a person’s aesthetic choices are influenced by culture and
environment and impact the visual image that one conveys to others.
PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS
9.1.8.K: Incorporate specific uses of traditional and contemporary technologies in
furthering knowledge and understanding in the humanities.
9.2.8.A: Explain the historical, cultural and social context of an individual work in the
arts.
9.2.8.E: Analyze how historical events and culture impact forms, techniques and
purposes of works in the arts

VII.

ART/ARTISTS OF RELEVANCE
FAITH RINGGOLD

“Ringgold is best known for painted narrative quilts inspired by Buddhist tankas—painted and brocaded
fabric pictures—and her mother’s work as a fashion designer. In the early 1970s she abandoned
traditional oils for paintings in acrylic on unstretched canvas and fabric borders, and she has painted her
signature story quilts ever since. Her work focuses on civil rights and gender equality, African American
life and culture, family joys and hardships, and the education of children.”
https://www.nbm.org/exhibition/faith-ringgold-story-quilts/#:~:text=Faith%20Ringgold%3A%20Story%20Quilts&text=As%20part%20of%20the%20Smithsonian,nar
rative%20quilts%20at%20the%20Museum.&text=Ringgold%20is%20best%20known%20for,work%20as%20a%20fashion%20designer.

Tar Beach #2, 1990
Jazz Stories: Mama Can Sing, Papa Can
Blow #1: Somebody Stole My Broken Heart,
2004.
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/jun/04/faith-ringgold-new-york-artist-serpentine-gallery-london

The Sunflowers Quilting Bee at Arles, 1996
https://www.artsy.net/artwork/faith-ringgold-the-sunflowers-quilting-bee-at-arles

BISA BUTLER
“She strategically uses textiles—a traditionally marginalized medium—to interrogate the
historical marginalization of her subjects while using scale and subtle detail to convey her
subjects’ complex individuality. Together, Butler’s quilts present an expansive view of history
through their engagement with themes such as family, community, migration, the promise of
youth, and artistic and intellectual legacies.”
https://www.artic.edu/exhibitions/9324/bisa-butler-portraits

I Know Why the
Caged Birds Sing,
2019

I Am Not Your Negro, 2019

The Safety Patrol, 2018

MICHAEL JAMES
“As a leader of the art quilt movement that began in the 1970’s, Michael James has become one
of most distinguished voices in the medium of quilted fabric construction. His work explores the
fluid borderline between the physical and metaphysical world. More recently, he’s addressed the
universal question of mortality and grief, and what it means to live, to love, to lose and to
remember.”
https://www.textileartist.org/michael-james-interview-visceral-connection-textiles/

Lament on a Wide Expanse of Plain, 2014

Each of These Leaves, 2015

VIII.
IX.

PREREQUISITES
Critical thinking skills
Follow directions
Work independently
Ability to maneuver small tools (sewing needle and thread)
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

-

Math: Students may have to measure the size of the pieces of fabrics, and piece together
different shapes.

-

Social Studies: This lesson will have strong social studies connections. Students will
learn about the history of quilting, different types of quilting and its purposes, as well as
the traditions that it has influenced.

-

Language Arts: Students will be asked to tell a story through art making. They will be
able to take inspiration from other stories, and from their personal experiences.

-

Writing: Students will have the opportunity to use words to tell their story, and may write
or paint them on the quilt squares.

X.
XI.

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON
Fabric squares
Sewing kit
Glue
Scissors
Paint
Pens
SAFETY HAZARDS

This lesson involves cutting and sewing. If students are unfamiliar with sewing or embroidery,
they are encouraged to use caution. The needle is small and sharp, so they should be aware of
where they set it down, and also make sure their fingers are out of the way of the end of the
needle when they are sewing. Students also have the option to use glue rather than sewing. If
they choose to paint on their quilt, they should be cautious of the surrounding area.

XII.

TEACHER ACTIONS/EXPECTED LEARNER ACTIONS

Time
10:00-10:10

Teacher Actions
-

-

10:10-10:25

-

-

10:25-10:35

-

-

-

Expected Learner Actions

Greet students
Check-in with students if
they missed the prior lesson,
direct them to the YouTube
video
Encourage students to share
their work from the
previous classes if they did
not have the opportunity
Tell students the materials
they need for the lesson

-

Review what students have
learned thus far in the unit
about community
Introduce quilting
Share powerpoint about the
history of quilting, and
contemporary artists who
use quilting as their
artmaking medium
Ask students how they think
quilting can be related to
communities

-

Introduce project
Ask students to think about
comforts or discomforts
they experience in their
communities
Introduce storytelling
through artmaking
Explain that students will be
using a quilt square to tell a
story about their
community, and think about
how the story affected them
or made them feel
Encourage students to think
about their square as one
part of a larger narrative

-

-

-

-

-

Ask questions
Speak freely and respond
but be respectful of other
students
Share work
Comment positively on
other’s work
Gather materials

Think back on what they
have learned about
communities
Engage with information
about quilting, take notes if
they are interested in
learning more outside of
class
Ask questions

Think about their
experiences in their
communities
Ask questions

10:35-11:20

-

11:20-11:30

-

XIII.

Allow students time to work
Play music
Check in with students
periodically
Answer student questions

-

Ask students to share their
work
Ask students to clean up
Explain what students
should expect for next week
Ask students to begin to
gather recycled materials
for the next project
Answer remaining student
questions

-

-

Work independently
Ask questions in the chat or
out loud
Collaborate with other
students
Share work if desired
Clean up
Ask any remaining
questions

ENDING THE LESSON

Students will clean up supplies and share their work. Students will have the opportunity to
respond to their classmate’s work. Students are encouraged to look at their quilt square as part of
a larger narrative surrounding people’s experiences in their communities. What one person
experiences is different from what others experience. Teacher will review what students have
learned about quilting, its history and the contemporary interpretations of the practice. Students
will be encouraged to research quiltmaking more if they are interested in it, and be more aware
of its history when they see quilts.
XIV.

TRANSITION TO NEXT LESSON

The next lesson in this unit is thinking about perfect communities, or utopian communities. What
does a student’s perfect community look like? What does it contain? Where does it exist?
Students will be constructing a model of their ideal community with recycled materials such as
cardboard, tubes, paper, tape, and other materials they have access to. This will allow students to
begin thinking about how communities can be improved, and how they wish their communities
looked like.

RESOURCES
https://www.britannica.com/art/quilting/The-quilt-revival
https://mymodernmet.com/contemporary-textile-art-history/
https://www.textileartist.org/michael-james-interview-visceral-connection-textiles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1-B01FB56s
https://www.nbm.org/exhibition/faith-ringgold-story-quilts/#:~:text=Faith%20Ringgold%3A%20
Story%20Quilts&text=As%20part%20of%20the%20Smithsonian,narrative%20quilts%20at%20t
he%20Museum.&text=Ringgold%20is%20best%20known%20for,work%20as%20a%20fashion
%20designer.
https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/2019/jun/04/faith-ringgold-new-york-artist-serpentin
e-gallery-london
https://www.artic.edu/exhibitions/9324/bisa-butler-portraits
https://www.textileartist.org/michael-james-interview-visceral-connection-textiles/

