LESSON 1: Defining Community
Lead Teacher: Jules Edelmann
Unit Title: Discovering Community
Lesson Title: Defining Community
Grade Level: 6-12
Number of students: 13
I.

UNIT OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

Community is a part of the human experience that shapes us and allows us to grow. Community
exists in many different ways. By evaluating and understanding where and how we exist in these
communities, this unit will allow students to begin to understand the role they play in their
communities, and how they can affect change and demonstrate inclusiveness through artmaking.
As young adults, and the next generation of decision makers, students will begin to unpack what
community means to them.
II.

LESSON OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

To begin the lesson, I will start by asking students to introduce themselves. As they come in, I
will ask some “get to know you” questions, and allow them to freely sketch in their sketchbook
or talk amongst themselves. Then, once everyone has arrived, I will do a more formal
introduction of myself and ask students to do the same. I will then ask students to take out the
materials needed for the lesson if they haven’t done so already.
The objective of this lesson is to simply introduce students to the idea of community, and how
we can respond to it through art making. By defining the word, we will be able to expand our
thinking about the idea. They will also learn skills about using charcoal and collage.
In this lesson, students will respond to the definition of community through drawing and writing.
The purpose of this lesson is to simply define what the word “community” means, and use it as a
starting point for the unit. By learning about different types of communities, students will begin
to think about which communities they are a part of.
We will start by watching a short video
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdzLV4RKMgM) of people responding to what
community means to them. Students will then be introduced to two definitions of community: a
group of people living in the same place, and a group of people with shared interests or

characteristics. Students will respond to these definitions through a series of drawings or words
written on a page, and then move on to collaging them together.

III.
-

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
What does “community” mean?
What does a community look like?
What different communities exist?
What are different ways to convey or respond to a sense of community?

IV.

LEARNER OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES

Students will be able to define the word community, and begin to think about what it means, and
how they can portray it. Students will learn to work with both charcoal and collage, as well as
other materials if they choose to (paint, printed resources, etc.).
V.

NATIONAL ART STANDARDS
-

VI.
-

VA: Cr1.2.la: Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life using a
contemporary practice of art and design.
VA: Cr2.1.la: Engage in making a work of art without having a preconceived plan.
VA: Re.7.1.la: Hypothesize ways in art influences perception and understanding of
human experiences.
PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS
9.1.8.E: Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works
in the arts.
9.2.8.F: Know and apply appropriate vocabulary used between social studies and the arts
and humanities.
9.1.12.C: Integrate and apply advanced vocabulary to the arts.

VII.

ART/ARTISTS OF RELEVANCE

ANN SYMES

https://www.gallery57.co.uk/ann-symes
Top left: Memory Response to Interruption II, a sculpture by Lawrence Dicks (charcoal)
Bottom left: Unfolding (from shadows), charcoal
Right: Origami (charcoal, graphite)

FRANK AUERBACH

Top Left: Frank Auerbach Head of Catherine Lampert VI (1979-80) Charcoal and chalk on
paper, 77.2 x 58.4 cm MOMA, New York
Bottom Left: Sketch from Titian’s ‘Bacchus and Ariadne’ 1970-71
Right: Frank Auerbach
by Frank Auerbach
pencil and graphite, 1994-2001
30 1/8 in. x 22 3/4 in. (764 mm x 577 mm)
Given by the Art Fund, 2002

LASLO ANTEL

Top Left: Planning Big, 2019
Top Right: Signing Day, 2019
Bottom: My 70 year old d(e)ad, 2019
https://magazine.artland.com/5-contemporary-collage-artists/

KURT SCHWITTERS

Top Left: Cottage, 1946
Bottom Left:
Right: Untitled (Vanilla Chocolate No 103c).

VIII.
IX.

PREREQUISITES
Understand vocabulary definitions
Think critically
Follow directions
Work independently
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS

-

Language Arts: Students will be introduced to and asked to analyze the word
“community.” They will be provided with two different definitions of the word, and
asked to describe the difference between the two.

-

Social Studies: Students will be asked to think about different types of communities:
local, national, and global. They will be prompted to think about where these
communities exist geographically in addition to in practice. The idea of community has
existed throughout history, so students will also think about the historical aspect of the
idea.

-

Reading: Students will be asked to read definitions provided on slides during the lesson.
They will also be provided with information about artists of relevance

-

Writing: Using and writing words to describe community will be one of the options
during the drawing portion of the lesson. They will also be encouraged to add writing or
text to the final product, the collage, and write down questions about community for the
next class, and write down a list of the communities they are a part of.

X.
XI.

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON
Newsprint
Charcoal
Scissors
Glue
Mixed media materials (optional)
SAFETY HAZARDS

There are no safety hazards for this lesson. However, students will be reminded that charcoal can
be messy, and they should be aware of the space they are using and be careful not to touch
anything that cannot get charcoal on it (fabric, soft surfaces/objects, etc.).
XII.

TEACHER ACTIONS/EXPECTED LEARNER ACTIONS

Time
10:00-10:10

Teacher Actions
-

-

10:10-10:20

-

-

10:20-10:30

-

Expected Learner Actions

Welcome students to class
Introduce myself and ask each student
to introduce him/her/their self
individually
Ask students to work in sketchbooks
while we wait for the rest of the class

-

Speak with teacher
and peers freely, but
not interrupt others
while they are talking

Give formal introduction
Introduce unit, informing students
that we will be learning about
community
Show short, 3 minute clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
pdzLV4RKMgM
Ask students what they already know
about community

-

Share comments on
the video if they have
them
Share what they know
about community
when prompted

Share the two definitions of
community with students
Introduce charcoal drawing portion of
lesson
Answer student questions
Offer students link to helpful charcoal
drawing website
https://www.metmuseum.org/about
-the-met/curatorial-departments/dr
awings-and-prints/materials-and-te
chniques/drawing/charcoal

-

-

-

Ask questions about
the lesson, or about
the definition of
community
Gather materials and
set up for the first part
of the lesson

10:30-10:40

-

10:40-10:50

-

10:50-11:00

-

-

First prompt (community: people
living in the same place), 5 minutes to
respond to this with a drawing, a list,
or both
Repeat, 3 minute drawing
Repeat, 1 minute drawing

-

Follow directions,
switching drawings
when prompted

Second prompt (community: a group
of people with shared interests), 5
minutes to respond to this with a
drawing, a list, or both
Repeat, 3 minute drawing
Repeat, 1 minute drawing

-

Follow directions,
switching drawings
when prompted

Ask students to evaluate their
drawings or lists
Have students gather collage
materials, begin to think about how
they can use their drawings for
collage, or what other materials they
may need *explain collage
Answer student questions

-

Look at and evaluate
their drawings
Share comments or
questions
Gather collage
materials

-

11:00-11:20

-

Have students work on their collages
Encourage students to use other
materials available to them

-

Work on collages
Ask questions
May talk in the chat or
out loud

11:20-11:30

-

Ask if any student wishes to share
their work
Ask students to clean up their work
space, or keep working if time allows
them
Introduce next week’s lesson
(classroom community)

-

Share work if desired
Clean up

-

-

XIII.

XIV.

ENDING THE LESSON
A. Students will clean up supplies and share their work from the lesson if desired.
Students will have the opportunity to give feedback on other’s projects, as well as
speak about what they have learned during the lesson, or any other comments or
questions they may have. Teacher will then review the two definitions of
community students learned about, and reiterate the many examples tied to these
definitions (ex. places people live, groups people art a part of, etc.). Students will
be encouraged to think more about these communities over the week.
TRANSITION TO NEXT LESSON
A. Once students understand the basic definition of community, they will begin to
explore different communities more closely. In the next lesson, students will be
asked to think about the “classroom” community. This is an example of “a group
of people who share common interests,” the second definition covered in this
lesson. Building a classroom community is essential to this lesson, as it will allow
students to feel more comfortable sharing their experiences and work with the rest
of the class.

References:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pdzLV4RKMgM
https://www.metmuseum.org/about-the-met/curatorial-departments/drawings-and-prints/
materials-and-techniques/drawing/charcoal

