------ Frottage Collage -----“Frottage” is the French word for rubbings. The surrealist artist Max Ernst created this technique, and
used it in many of his artworks. Frottage is achieved by placing a piece of paper over a raised texture,
and rubbing the paper with a pencil, colored pencil, or crayon. Ernst created beautiful images using
frottage by moving his paper around on top of different surfaces. In this project, we are going to use
frottage to create a collage!
To learn about Max Ernst’s artwork, check out this video!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tQJD7inost4
Materials:
● Printer paper
● Pencil, colored pencil, crayon, pastels
● Scissors
● Glue (optional, you don’t have to glue it down!)
● Marker (optional)
● Get creative! You can paint or draw in the background of
your collage, or add anything you want!

Instructions:
● Take a look around your house! What textures do you see? Think of texture as a rough or
uneven surface; something that you can see and touch.
○ Some examples of things you could use are the sidewalk, tiles, vents, a textured wall.
A good way to understand texture is by touching an
object’s surface!
● Once you have found a few textures, take a piece of printer
paper and place it over that surface. Take your drawing tool,
and color or rub it over the paper. You should see a pattern
begin to appear! Some surfaces will work and others won’t, so
test out as many as you can.
● Fill up the whole piece of paper with these patterns! If you have
colored pencils or crayons, you can use different colors, or if
you have pencils, try moving the paper around to overlap the different patterns!
● Once the whole page is filled, cut shapes out of the paper and arrange them to make a
collage! In the example above, the page of frottage is turned into a fish, but you can create
whatever type of collage you want. It can be representational or abstract!
○ You can add anything else to the collage you want, but this is optional. Think about
things around your house you can use!
Submission:
Upload a photo of your frottage collage to your Google Sites page!

