LESSON: Creating Space with Collage
Lead Teacher: Jules Edelmann
Lesson Title: Defining Community
Grade Level: 7
Number of students: approx. 20
I.

LESSON OVERVIEW (RATIONALE)

The purpose of this lesson is to introduce students to collage, and how they can use it in their
artwork, specifically to create the illusion of space, an element of art. Students will be given two
prompts, and respond to each by creating a collage out of simple shapes. They will be tasked
with creating a representational collage and an abstract collage, both demonstrating space in
different ways. They will be encouraged to think about layering, placement, and color as
different ways to create the illusion of space.
II.
1.
2.
3.
4.
III.
IV.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
How can you create space in an artwork?
How does placement create space?
How can you use color to create space?
How can you use layering to create space?
LEARNER OBJECTIVES/OUTCOMES
Students will use simple shapes in different colors to arrange two collage compositions
that demonstrate the illusion of space.
Students will understand how to use collage to create an artwork.
NATIONAL ART STANDARDS

VA:Cr2.3.7: Apply visual organizational strategies to design and produce a work of art, design,
or media that clearly communicates information or ideas.
VA:Cr2.1.7: Demonstrate persistence in developing skills with various materials, methods, and
approaches in creating works of art or design.

V.

PENNSYLVANIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION STANDARDS

9.1.8.A: Know and use the elements and principles of each art form to create works in the arts
and humanities.
9.1.8.B: Recognize, know, use and demonstrate a variety of appropriate arts elements and
principles to produce, review, and revise original works in the arts.
9.1.8.E: Communicate a unifying theme or point of view through the production of works in the
arts.
VI.

ART/ARTISTS OF RELEVANCE
Brian Alfred

OTHER EXAMPLES:
Representational

Abstract

VII.
VIII.
-

PREREQUISITES
None
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS
Math: Students will be working with geometric shapes.

IX.
X.

MATERIALS NEEDED FOR LESSON
Cut geometric shapes in different colors (each student should have about 20)
SAFETY HAZARDS

There are no safety hazards for this lesson.
XI.

TEACHER ACTIONS

TIME
10 min

TEACHER ACTION
-

Introduce the activity
Ask students if they have used collage before
- Representational vs. abstract
Introduce the relevant artist
Review the element of art “space”
- Ask students different ways you create the illusion of space in
artwork

10 min

-

Instruct students to create a representational collage that creates the
illusion of space

5 min

-

Ask students to walk around the room and look at their peers’ collages
Ask students to identify different collages that they believe show the
illusion of space well, and why

10 min

-

Ask students to return to their seats
Instruct students to create an abstract collage that creates the illusion of
space

5 min

-

Ask students to walk around the room and look at their peers’ collages
Ask students to identify different collages that they believe show the
illusion of space well, and why

15 min

-

Allow students time use the shapes to create whatever kind of
composition they want

XII.

ENDING THE LESSON

At the end of the lesson, the teacher will review collage, and how to use it to create the illusion
of space, with students.

XIII.
-

ACCOMODATIONS
Alternate Project Requirements: Create one collage that shows space, rather than two
Repeated instructions. Microphone or written instructions.

RESOURCES
http://brianalfred.net/collage

